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“ He prayeth well who loveth well
Both man and bird and beast ;
He prayeth best who loveth best
All things both great and small ;
For the dear God who loveth us ,
He made and loveth all.”

Coleridge.

WATER - BABIES .

THE WATER-BABIES
A FAIRY TALE FOR A LAND BABY

Tom was a chimney -sweep.
He lived in England.
Mr. Grimes was his master.

One day a groom rode into the
street where Tom lived.
7
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He wore drab gaiters, drab breeches
and a drab jacket.
Tom was hiding behind a wall.
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He was going to throw a brick at
the horse's legs .

The groom said that his master, Sir
John Harthover, wanted Mr. Grimes

to come and sweep his chimneys.
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Mr. Grimes was glad to go .
They started at three o'clock the
next morning

Mr. Grimes rode in front on his

donkey .
Tom walked behind and carried his
brushes .

Soon they met a poor Irishwoman .

The Water - Babies.
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She had a bundle on her back.

She was good looking .
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Mr. Grimes invited her to ride with
him .

She said she would
with Tom,

rather walk
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They came to a spring at the foot of
a hill .

Mr. Grimes got off his donkey.
He dipped his head in the water.
Tom was astonished .

He wanted to dip his head in , too.
Mr. Grimes said that he must not.

Tom went, however, and began to
wash his face.

Mr. Grimes then began beating
him .

Tom kicked him in the shins.

The Irishwoman called Mr. Grimes

by name.
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She told him to let Tom alone or

he would be sorry .

She said she knew something about
him that she would tell .

Mr. Grimes was frightened and let
Tom go .
He called after the woman.

She had disappeared.

Mr. Grimes got on his donkey again
and they went on their way.

After they had walked more than
three miles, they came to Sir John's
lodge -gates.

A keeper opened a gate for them .

The Water - Babies.

He walked up

the

13

avenue

them .

They went in at the back door.
The housekeeper met them.
She took them into a room .

with
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Mr.

Grimes

sent

Tom

up

the

chimney.
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It was a very crooked chimney and
Tom got lost.
He came down
room .

into the wrong
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It was a pretty
pretty white
white room , with
pretty pictures on the wall .

A pretty little golden-haired girl
was on the bed.
Tom looked in a mirror and beheld
himself.

He saw that he was dirty.

He thought he looked like a big,
black monkey .
Tom started up the chimney again.
He upset the fender.
The noise awakened the little girl
and she screamed.

The old nurse ran in and caught
Tom by the coat.
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He got away from her and ran to a
window.
He climbed down a tree that was

near the window and ran for the
woods.

They all ran after him.
He got caught in the bushes.

He bumped his head against a wall.
He climbed over the wall .
The others lost track of him.

He climbed a hill and got away.
The Irishwoman had followed Tom .
He went across the heather and saw

many queer things .

.
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By and by he came to the top of a
mountain.

He saw a little cottage, with a little
garden, at the foot of the mountain.

A little woman in a red petticoat

was moving around in the garden.
Tom thought she would give him

something to eat, for he was hungry,
and thirsty too.
Down he went like a brave little
man .

The Irishwoman followed him down ,
but he didn't know it.

Tom started to walk down the
mountain .
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It was very stony and hard work.
He slipped
and jumped.
It was first

a slope , then
a step from stone
to stone, and so
on

down the

mountain .

When he got
down

he

was

sick, tired , hungry and thirsty .
He dropped right down on the
ground .

The Water - Babies.

19

The beetles and flies bothered him ;
and he had to get up.

At last he came to the cottage .

It was a pretty place, and he peeped
in at the door.

The old woman sat in front of the

fire -place.
Some little children sat on benches

opposite her.
They were learning their letters.
It was eleven o'clock.

The children saw him , and some of

them were frightened.

The old lady said she didn't want
any chimney-sweep.
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Tom asked her for a drink.

She saw he was sick ; so she gave
him some bread and milk .

Then she made him a bed of hay

and spread a rug over it.
But Tom did not go to sleep .
He felt hot all over.

He longed to get into the river and
cool himself.

Soon he fell half asleep.

He thought he heard the little white

lady telling him to wash himself.
He heard the church bells ringing .
He thought it was Sunday, and he
wanted to go to church .
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But he thought the people wouldn't
let him in because he was so dirty.

Then he got up and went to the
river.

He was walking in his sleep.
He pulled of his clothes.
The water felt so good to him !
The Irishwoman went in front of

him , but he couldn't see her.

She stepped down into the water.
Her shawl and petticoat floated
away from her, and the fairies of the
stream carried her away .
She was their queen .
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She told them she had brought
them a little brother.
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They must not play with him just
then, but take care of him .

They took Tom and put him to
sleep .

The kind old lady in the cottage
went to look for Tom at twelve o'clock.
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He was gone .

She thought he had run away.
The nurse told Sir John that Tom

had not stolen anything .
They thought he was lost, and they
felt very sorry .

They looked everywhere about the
house for him .

Early the next morning, Sir John
started out to search for Tom .

He took a large bloodhound with
him.

Some of his servants went with him ,
too .
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They took the dog to the place
where Tom had gone into the woods.
He found the trail and started off.
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The dog took them to the edge
of a high cliff.

They could hardly believe that Tom
had gone down there.
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Sir John offered one hundred dol
lars to any one that would go down
and look for Tom .

The groom , who had ridden to the
village for Tom to go to the Hall, said
he would go..
He went down the cliff, but he found

nothing
The others rode around to the foot
of the mountain .

They came to the old woman's
cottage .

She came out to meet them , and Sir

John told her they were looking for
Tom .
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She told him what she knew about

the boy .

The men brought the dog to the
shed where Tom had been .

He started on Tom's trail again , and
led them to an alder-stump near some
water.

They saw Tom's clothes lying on the
stump, and they thought that he had
been drowned .

They all felt badly about it.
When

Tom

woke

up ,

he

was

swimming around in the water.
The fairies had changed him into a
water-baby.
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He had lost his old dirty shell and
was a pretty, clean water-baby now .
Soon after this, the old lady in the
3
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cottage died, and a new teacher came

to take her place.
Tom was nice and clean now.
He could live either on land or in
water.
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He did not remember having ever
been dirty .

He had forgotten all the hard times
he had been having, and all the bad
words he used to say .

Tom was very happy in the water.
He did not have to work now.
Sometimes he watched the crickets

run in and out among the stones.
Sometimes he saw the water forests.

They would have looked like weeds
to us .

In the water -forests he saw water

monkeys and water-squirrels running
among the branches .
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There were water - flowers, too.

Tom tried to pick some, but they
turned into knots of jelly.
They were alive.
One little animal made round bricks
out of mud and built a little house out

of the bricks.
Tom soon learned to understand

the water- creatures.
Tom was cruel to them and liked to
torment them .

They grew afraid of him and would
not play with him.

One day he found a caddis.
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He wanted it to peep out of its
house .

The house door was shut; so he

broke it open .
Meddlesome fellow !

She had just got ready for a two
week's sleep .
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She would have come out with
beautiful wings .
The other caddises said, “ Oh, you

nasty, horrid boy ; there you are at it
again !”
So Tom swam away, very much
ashamed .

Then he tormented the trout, but a

big one ran against him and knocked
him down.

He was dreadfully frightened.
Then he saw an ugly, dirty creature

sitting under a bank.
It had six legs, a big stomach, and a
head like a donkey .
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Tom made faces at it.

Its head came off, and out popped a

long arm, with pincers on it.
It caught him by the nose and he
screamed .

By and by it split open .
A beautiful creature came out of it

and climbed up to the top of the water.
Tom went up, too , to see what

would happen .

It changed into a dragon fly, and
then flew away and left Tom alone.
After a while the dragon fly came
back.
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He was very proud of his fine colors
and large wings .

He was very fond of talking about
all the wonderful things he had seen
in the trees and meadows.
Tom liked to listen to him , for he

had forgotten about them .
In a little while

Tom

and

the

dragon-fly became great friends.
The other water- creatures, too , very

soon grew to be friends of Tom .

One day he made the acquaintance
of a fly.

Tom was sitting on the top of the

water holding out his leg.
-
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He saw a dark gray little fly with a
brown head.

He hopped upon Tom's finger and
said , “ I'm much obliged, but I don't
want to sit on your leg just now, for I
must go and see after my wife for a
few minutes."

Pretty soon he came back and sat
on Tom's knee.

He said he was tired of working for
his family, and so was going to put
on his ball -dress and have a good
time .

Suddenly he turned quite pale.
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Tom thought he was sick or dead .
ar not dead ,” said a voice over
“ I am
Tom's head .

“ This is I in my ball-dress.”
He had jumped right out of his skin
and left it on Tom's knee.

His body was white, his tail orange,
and his eyes had all the colors of a

peacock's tail.
He danced and danced until he fell

over into the water and floated down
the river.

Tom
him .

never knew what became of
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One day Tom had a new adventure.
He and the dragon -fly were sitting
on a water-lily leaf.

Suddenly they heard a queer noise.
Tom looked up the river and saw a

strange sight.
A great ball was rolling over and
over down the stream .

First, it looked like soft, brown fur
and, then , like shining glass.
Tom darted under the water and

swam towards it.
It turned out to be four or five

beautiful creatures.

The Water - Babies.

40

They were otters playing in the
water.

The largest one saw Tom .

She said she was going to eat him .
Tom slipped in between the water
lily roots and made faces at her.
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She called him an eft, and said that

nobody would eat him

except the

salmon .

Tom asked her what salmon were.

She told him that they were fish
that came from the sea.

She told him how nice the sea was,

and that some men had caught her
husband .

Then the otter sailed away.
Tom wanted to go to the sea.

One day he

started
started

down

the

stream .

The water was low , and the sun

-Insury .
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burned Tom's back and made him

sick.

He went back and lay quiet in the
pool for another week.

One hot day Tom saw a sight.
A thunderstorm came up.
The rain came down in bucketsful
and made the river rise.
All of the otters started to the sea .

Tom thought he would go, too.
After awhile he came to the sea.

It was a beautiful sight.

Suddenly he saw an enormous fish .
It was shining silver from head to
tail .
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It was dotted with crimson .
He knew it must be a salmon .

After that a great number of salmon
swam by.

At last one larger than any of the
others came up slowly .
He had his wife with him , but she

was not spotted.
The salmon shoved his wife to the

rock where Tom sat.

He wanted her to rest herself a little.

She saw Tom and looked fiercely
at him .

He said to Tom , “ What do you
want here ? ”
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Tom said, “ I only want to see

you.”
The salmon said he had seen other

creatures like Tom , and thought them
very well behaved.
The salmon told Tom that there
were other water -babies in the sea.

Tom was delighted.
The salmon said they hated the
trout.

So the salmon went on up the

stream , after Tom had warned them of
the wicked old otter.

One September night Tom could
not sleep.
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He climbed up
on

a

rock

and

looked at the moon .

Suddenly he
saw a beautiful

sight.
A bright red light
moved along the

river-side.
It threw a red light down into the
water.

Tom was a curious little rogue.

He swam towards the light, which

was near the edge of a low rock.
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Five or six salmon were in the

water, looking up at the light.
Tom heard a voice say, “ There is a
fish .”

On the bank were three men .

One held a light and another a long
pole.

Very soon they caught a pretty
salmon.

Suddenly three men sprang on these
three men , and a great fight began.
All at once one of the men fell into
the water.

The other men ran along the bank
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looking for him , but they could not
find him .

Tom waited until all was quiet.
Then he swam near the man .

It was his old master, Grimes.

Tom was frightened , and swam
away as fast as he could .

He thought that perhaps Mr.
Grimes might turn into a water-baby,
too .

The next morning he went back.
Mr. Grimes was still there.

In the afternoon Tom went again,
but Mr. Grimes was gone.
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Some fairies had carried him away.
So Tom went on down the stream
until he came to the salt water.

He climbed up on the buoy and sat
down .

He asked all the fishes that he saw

if they had see any water -babies.
Some said , “ Yes ,” and others said,
" No."
He waited and waited for the water

babies until he grew thin and tired from
fretting

But one day he found a play -fellow
among the rocks .
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It was a lobster.
He had one knobbed claw and one

jagged claw.
He held sea-weed with the knobbed

claw and cut it up with the other one.

The lobster used to jump into cracks
backward.

He told Tom that he had

seen

water-babies, but that he did not like
them .

One day a little girl came walking
along the shore.
An old man was with her.

She said she would like to see a

water-baby.
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Her name was Ellie Harthover.

She was the “ little white lady.”
The old man , who was a professor,
said , “ There are no water -babies.”
But Ellie was sure that there were

babies that live in the water.

The professor stepped on the sharp
edge of a shell and hurt his foot.
He reached his net down under the

rock and caught poor little Tom in it.

He pulled the net up and took Tom
out .

He was dreadfully astonished.
He did not know what Tom

and called him by a queer name.

was ,

54
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Ellie cried, “ Oh, it is a water-baby!”

The professor said “ Fiddlesticks,
my dear,” and turned away.
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He would have liked to take Tom
home in a bucket and make a pet of
him .

He was angry because Ellie insisted
that Tom was a water-baby.
He poked Tom with his finger and
Tom bit him .

He let go of Tom and Tom dived
into the water.

Ellie tried to catch him , but she
couldn't.

She slipped and fell six feet, and hit
her head on a rock .

The professor picked her up and
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called to her, but she did not waken at
all .

He carried her home and they put
her in bed.

She lay quite still ; but once in a
while she called out something about
a water-baby.
One moonlight night, about a week
after,

some fairies

flew

in

at

her

window .

They brought Ellie a pretty pair of
wings.

She put them on and flew
with the fairies .

away

The Water- Babies.

57

Nobody heard or saw anything of
her for a long time.

An old fairy was angry with the
professor because he had said that
there were no water-babies.

She punished him by making him
see all sorts of queer creatures.
The

doctors all

said

that

the

professor was crazy, and, perhaps, he
was .

Tom slipped off the rocks into the
water.

He kept thinking of Ellie.
He knew she was a little girl .
She was much larger than Tom .
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One day Tom was swimming round
in the water.

He

saw a queer

cage

made

of

strips of wood
There was a small hole at the top.

Spikes were all around the hole.
Tom's friend , the lobster, was in the
cage .

Tom said , “ How did you get in
there, friend Lobster ? ”

The lobster answered, “ I got in at
the hole in the top.”
He went in after a dead fish and

couldn't get out again because the
spikes hurt him .
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Tom said, “ Turn your tail up and I
will pull you out.”
The lobster couldn't reach the hole.

Tom reached in after him , but the

lobster pulled him in .
The old otter came along and was

going to eat Tom.

She put her head in the lobster-pot
and the lobster caught her by the nose.

They rolled over and over in the
pot and squeezed Tom .
Tom crawled up on the otter's back
and got out.

He caught the lobster by the tail
and tried to pull him out.

The Water - Babies.

61

The lobster wouldn't let go of the
otter until it died .
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A fisherman pulled the lobster-pot
up .
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The lobster jerked away and left his
knobbed claw.

He said, “ Lobsters never let go ."
Tom had not left the lobster five
minutes

before

he

came

upon

а

water- baby.
It was sitting on the white sand ,

very busy about a little point of rock.
When it saw Tom it said, “ Why,

you are a new water-baby.”
Tom and the water-baby hugged
and kissed each other.

Tom said, “ I have seen you lots of

times but I thought you were shells.”
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Tom could not see the water -babies

until after he had helped someone.

He helped the baby to fix a rock
that had been spoiled by a storm.

Pretty soon the other water-babies
came, and they played together until
the tide turned .

Then they went away again .
The water-babies ' home is in St.

Brandon's fairy island.
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This island is built on many-colored
pillars.

Between the pillars are beautiful
grottoes .
The floor is covered with white sand.

Crabs keep the floor clean and

snakes keep enemies away .
Tom had not stopped tormenting
dumb animals.

He frightened the crabs to make
them

hide.

He put stones into the anemones
mouths

to make

dinner was coming.

them

think

their
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The other children warned him and

said , “ Take care what you are at.

Mrs. Be-done-by-as-you-did

is

coming."
He paid no attention to them .

One Friday morning, early, the
little old lady came.
The children all stood in a row , and

smoothed ' their bathing-dresses, and
put their hands behind them .
She had on a black bonnet, a black

shawl, and a pair of large, green
spectacles .
She had a great hooked nose.
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She carried a birch rod under her
arm .

She looked at the

children, and

gave them all sorts of sea -dainties.
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She popped something into Tom's
mouth .

It was a nasty , hard , cold pebble.
Tom began to cry .
She said, “ I am doing to you what
you did to the anemones. ”

Tom said, “ Who told you ? ”
She answered, “ You did, by your
face.”
Tom said that he did not know it

was wrong to fool the anemones .
She said , “ You should be punished

anyway."

Suddenly, the old lady's face grew
very sweet.
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It was a beautiful and good spirit
shining forth
She

said

her

sister

was

Mrs.

Do-as-you -would -be-done-by.
If children did not mind her sister,

they would have to mind her.

The old lady said she came every
Friday to treat all people, who ill-used
children, as they treated the children.

Tom grew frightened and hid under
a stone.

Mrs. Be-done-by-as-you-did called
the doctors who had

children nasty medicines.

given little
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She dosed them with all sorts of

nasty stuff until they cried, and then
she let them go .

Then she called up a troop of
foolish ladies, who had pinched their
children's waists and toes.

She laced them up and crammed
their feet into tight shoes .
Then she made them dance.

She stuck pins into the nursery
maids .

She wheeled them around in baby

carriages with tight straps across their
stomachs.

Then she went to luncheon .
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When she came back, she called
the school-masters and thrashed them

until they cried .
Tom asked her what became of all

the bad masters like Mr. Grimes.

She said they were taken care of in

another place .
She told him to be a good boy

and , perhaps, her sister, Mrs. Do-as

you -would -be-done -by, would teach
him

how to behave.

So she went away .

Tom was very naughty .

He could think of nothing but the
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sweet things that Mrs. Be-done-by-as
you -did gave the children.
He began to want more, and so
watched the little old lady to

see

where she kept them.
By and by, he found that she kept
them in a cabinet in a deep crack of
the rocks.

One night, when all the other chil

dren were asleep, he crept away to the
cabinet.

It was open , and he ate until they
were all gone .

All the while the little old lady
stood close behind him .
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She didn't let him know that she
saw him .

Tom came with the rest the next

day for the sweet things.
He did not want to come, but he

was afraid to stay away .

He thought they would all be gone
and she would find him out.

She had just as many as before,
and she gave Tom his share.
She looked him full in the face, but

said nothing

They made him terribly sick, and
he had to get away .

The Water- Babies.
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next

week

the
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same

thing

happened.

When

Mrs.

Do-as-you -would -be

done-by came, she said, “ I would like
to cuddle you, but I cannot because

you are so horny and prickly.”
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Tom looked at himself and found

that he was all prickly .

She said that his body was prickly
because his soul was all prickly.

Nobody could play with him.
He felt very badly all that week,
and, when Mrs. Do-as -you-would -be
done-by came the next time, he told
her what he had done.

She kissed him and said, “ I always

forgive anyone the moment they tell
me the truth of their own accord .”

Tom wanted her to take the prickles
away , but she said she couldn't.
She said she would send someone
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75

to teach him how he could get rid of
them .

2 MIAYS

One day she sent a beautiful little
girl to teach him.
The little girl taught Tom every
day in the week.
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On Sunday she always went home
and the kind fairy took her place.

Before she had taught many Sun
days, his prickles were all gone, and
his skin was nice and smooth again .

The little girl said, “ Dear me, I
know you now !
You

are the chimney-sweep that

came down into my bedroom .”
And Tom said , “ You are the little
)

white lady I saw in the bed.”

He was so pleased that he jumped
round and round her till he was quite
tired.

Then they told each other all the
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story of what had happened since they
had seen each other.

They set themselves down to their
and for
for seven years
lessons again, and

everything went well with them.
Tom was not quite contented yet,
however.

He kept wondering where Ellie
went every Sunday.
Ellie

said

that

she

went

to

а

beautiful place that she could not
describe .

Tom was anxious to go, too .

He said he was going to know why
he could not go ,
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She

said ,

“ You

must

ask

the

fairies .”

So he asked Mrs. Be-done-by-as
you-did the next time that she came.

She said that no one could go there
unless they went first to where they
did not like to go, did what they did

not like to do, and helped someone
they did not like.
Tom said , “ Did Ellie do that? ”

The old lady replied, “ Ask her.”
So he asked Ellie, and she said that
she did not want to come and teach
him at first.

Then Tom asked Mrs. Do-as-you
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would-be-done-by the same question,
and she answered just as her sister
had done.

Tom was very unhappy.

When Ellie went away again, he
was cross and ugly .
When she came back , he was shy
with her.

He thought that she thought him a
coward .

He grew very unhappy indeed.
By and by, he said he would go if
Eilie would go, too.
Ellie said he must go alone .

Tom thought the fairy wanted him
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to help Mr. Grimes, and he did not
want to .

Tom grew naughty, and , all at once,
Ellie disappeared .
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Tom hunted everywhere for her,
and finally called the little old lady.
She said she had sent Ellie home

to stay for a long time.

Tom cried bitterly .
Tom said, “ How cruel of you to

send Ellie away !
“ I will go and find her if I have to
go to the end of the world .”

The fairy took him on her lap, and
told him that it was time for him to go
out in the world and make his own
way .

She said no harm

would come to
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him if he remembered his lessons and

did what was right .
Tom said he wished he could see
Ellie before he started.

He wanted her to forgive him for
being so naughty.

Ellie came looking very happy.
Tom said, “ I am going, Ellie, but I
don't want to go.”

The fairy said ,

·

But you will be

glad you went, by -and -by.

" You musn't do only what is
pleasant."
The fairy show d him the history of
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some people who only did as they
liked .

They were too lazy to work, and ,
after awhile, they all died.
Tom said, “ I'll go this minute
sooner than turn into a beast.”

“ Now ," said Tom , “ I am ready to
start.”

“ If you want to find Mr. Grimes,”
said the fairy, “ you must go to the
Other -end - of -Nowhere.

“ You must go to the Shiny Wall
and through the white gate that never
was opened.
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“ Then you will come to Peace- pool
and Mother Carey's Haven .

“ Mother Carey will tell you the way
to the Other-end -of-Nowhere.”
Tom said , “ I don't know the way to

the Shiny Wall. ”
The fairy said he must ask the
beasts and the birds.

So Tom started on his journey.
Tom asked the water-fowl if she

could tell him the way to the Shiny
Wall .

She said she had forgotten, but,
perhaps, some of the other birds could

help him .
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Soon

there

came

a

flock

of

petrels.

They told Tom they would take
him as far as they went.
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On the way they came across a ship
that had sunk.

Tom found a dog on it and took it
with him .

After awhile they came to a flock
of Mother Carey's chickens.

They took Tom and his dog upon
their backs and flew off with them .

They set them down at the foot of

the Shiny Wall.
There was no gate ; so Tom had to
dive under.

The poor dog wanted to turn
back.
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I'll

O,
turn

not

back,”

said Tom ,
" so here goes
for a header .

Good -by ."
So
Tunarvana

Tom

dived under

the gate and went on in the dark, at
the bottom of the sea, for seven days

and seven nights.
At last he saw a light and came up

to the top of the water.

He was in a very large pool, miles
and miles across .
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Ice cliffs were all around it.
Whales of all kinds
kinds

were lying

upon the still, oily sea.

Tom swam up to the nearest whale,
and asked the way to Mother Carey.
“ There she sits in the middle,” said
the whale.
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Tom could see nothing but one
peaked iceberg
“ That's Mother Carey,” said the
whale.

Tom went near it ; it looked like a

white marble lady sitting on a white
marble throne .

She sat quite still with her chin

upon her hand, looking down into the
sea with two great grand blue eyes, as
blue as the sea itself.
Her hair was as white as the snow

for she was very very old — in fact,

as old as anything which you
likely to come across.

are
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And , when she saw Tom ,

she

looked at him very kindly .
“ What do you want, my little man ?
It is long since I have seen a water
baby here.”
Tom told her his errand , and asked
her

the

way

to

the

Other-end -of

Nowhere.

" You ought to know yourself, for
you have been there already.”
“ Have I ma’am ? I'm sure I forget
all about it.”
“ Then look at me? ”

And , as Tom looked into her great
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blue eyes ,
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he remembered the way

perfectly.

Now, was not that strange ?

“ Thank you , ma'am ,” said Tom .
“ Then I won't trouble your ladyship
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any more ; I hear you are very busy.”
“ I am never more busy than I am
now ,” she said , without moving a
finger.

“ I heard , ma'am , that you were
always making new beasts out of old .”

“ So people think. But I am not
going to trouble myself to make
things, my little dear.

I sit here and

make them make themselves.”

“ You are a clever fairy, indeed ,"
thought Tom .

And he was quite right.

“ And now , my pretty little man ,”
said Mother Carey, “ you are sure you
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know the way to the Other-end -of
Nowhere? ”

Tom thought and thought, but it
was no good ; he had forgotten it again
“ That is because you took

your

eyes off me. ”

Tom looked at her again , and

recollected ; and then looked away,
and forgot in an instant.
But what am I to do, ina'am ?

For I can't keep looking at you when
I am somewhere else .”
“ You must do without me, as most

people have to do, and look at the dog
instead .

He knows the way well
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enough, and will not forget it.

But

remember , as the dog will always go

behind you, you must go the whole
way backward.”
Backward ! ” cried Tom .

“ Then I

shall not be able to see my way.”

“ Oh, yes you will .. If
behind you, and watch

you

look

carefully

whatever you have passed, you will
know what is coming next, as plainly
as if you saw it in a looking -glass.”
Tom was very much astonished ;
but he obeyed her, for he knew fairies
are always right.”
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Then Mother Carey told Tom a
story about two brothers.
One was called Prometheus, because

he always looked before him .
The other one was called Epime
theus, because he looked behind him .
Prometheus made all sorts of won

derful things, but they would not
work ; so he did not amount to much .

Epimetheus was a very slow fellow .
He did very little for many years ;
but what he did , he never had to do

over again .
He was always looking behind him
to see what had happened, until he
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learned

to tell sometimes what was

going to happen.

He kept working on , until at last he
grew to be very rich .
This was Mother Carey's story.

And Tom believed it every word.
For so it happened to Tom .
He started to walk backward , but he

kept his eye on the dog and let him
show him the way .

He saw many wonderful things.

He soon came to the place where
the great sea -mother mixes the meal
for

the

mountain - loaves

island-cakes.

and

the
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He came very near being mixed up
himself.

He walked along on the soft, white

ocean floor until he came to the edge
of a deep hole in the bottom of the
sea .

He bent his head over the edge,
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and the steam threw pebbles into his
face.

All of a sudden Tom was blown

high into the air, but came down into
the arms of a wonderful sea animal .
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What do you want here,” it cried ,
“ getting in my way ?” and it tried to
drop Tom .

But Tom held on tight, thinking
himself safer where he was.

Just then , somebody shut the steam

off and left the hole empty .
The water rushed in from

every

where.

Tom took the chance and slipping
out of the arms of the great fish, dived
down into the hole.

When he got to the bottom , he
swam until he was washed safe on the

shore of the Other-end -of-Nowhere .
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He went through all sorts of queer
places .

At last he came to a large building.
It was a prison .
He met a porter, and said that Mrs.

Do-as-you -would -be-done-by had sent
him to see Mr. Grimes.

Mr. Grimes was in a chimney ; so
Tom had to go up on the roof to see
him .

Mr. Grimes' head and

shoulders

were sticking out of the chimney, but
he could not get out .

There he was held fast; so sooty
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and ugly that Tom could hardly bear
to look at him .

His pipe was in his mouth ; but it
was not lit.

He kept trying to smoke it.
Just then he saw Tom .
·What,” he said , “ is that Tom ?

“ What brought you here ?

I suppose you came here to laugh
at me.”

“ No,” said Tom , “ I came here to

help you."

I don't want anything ,” said Grimes,
“ except a light to this pipe , and that I
can't get."

The Water - Babies.

105

“ I will get one,” said Tom.
· But can't I help you to get out of

this chimney ?"
“ No,” said the porter, “ he has come
to a place where he must help himself.
And he will find it out, I hope,
before he is done with the place.”
“ I didn't ask to be sent up here to

sweep these horrid chimneys,” said
Mr. Grimes.

A voice answered, “ You made Tom

go up nasty chimneys and sweep
them .”

It was Mrs. Be-done-by-as-you -did.
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Tom bowed and said , “ Can't I help
Mr. Grimes ? ”

She answered , “ You may try .”

Tom tried to pull the bricks away,
but he could not.

The lady told Mr. Grimes that his
mother was dead.

He cried

bitterly and

said

he

wished he had done more for her.

His mother was the little old lady
in the school house.

His tears washed the mortar away

from the bricks and the chimney fell
down .

Mr. Grimes got out all right.
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He was sent to sweep out the crater

of a volcano and so marched away .
The fairy took Tom back to St.
Brandon's Island.
Tom found out that Mrs. Do-as

you-would -be -done-by, Mrs. Be-done
by-as-you -did , Mother Carey and the
Irishwoman were all the same lady.
Tom saw Ellie who had grown into
a beautiful woman .

Tom had grown , too.

Tom went home with Ellie quite
often and they grew
grew to be great
friends.

This is the end of my story.
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